
 

Open letter from Members of the European Parliament 

Greeting to the National Colombian Peace Rally organised by Mujeres por la Paz 

 

Brussels, November 21, 2013 

 

As Members of the European Parliament committed to peace, we warmly greet the rally organised 

by Colombian women in Bogota, tomorrow, November 22, in support of the peace process in 

Colombia between the government of Juan Manuel Santos and the FARC. 

We support this initiative organised by Colombian citizens, who are calling upon the actors at the 

negotiating in the table in Havana to continue their efforts to reach a final agreement and not to 

leave the table until this is achieved. 

This women’s peace rally is extremely important, as it demonstrates Colombian society’s 

involvement in the peace process. The MEPs who have signed this letter, believe that it is important 

to remember that civil society, especially women, have been developing peace building proposals for 

decades, calling for a political solution to the armed conflict in Colombia. For this reason we ask the 

actors at the negotiating table in Havana to listen to the demands of civil society, in particular 

women and victims, and take their proposals into account. If Colombia wants to emerge from a 

conflict which has raged for so many years and build a lasting peace, these voices must be heard. 

We know that the efforts underway in Havana are enormous and that after so many years of 

confrontation, the task is complex. Nevertheless, we call on the players at the dialogue table to 

assess the possibility of calling a bilateral cease fire. Colombia should not have to mourn any longer 

for the victims of armed conflict. A ceasefire would be an important step in building confidence in the 

peace process, and in showing results and positive changes for civilians living in conflict zones. 

Please know that we are your friends for peace in Colombia. We wish you the utmost success in this 

historic process. 

 

Signed:  

Martina ANDERSON (European United Left / Nordic Green Left) 

Thijs BERMAN (Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists & Democrats)   

Edite ESTRELA (Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists & Democrats; Vice-Chair de la Comisión de 

Derechos de la Mujer e Igualdad de Género) 

Ana GOMES (Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists & Democrats) 

Catherine GRÈZE (Greens / European Free Alliance) 

Mikael GUSTAFSSON (European United Left / Nordic Green Left; Chair of the Committee on Women's Rights 

and Gender Equality) 

Satu HASSI (Greens / European Free Alliance) 



Iñaki IRAZABALBEITIA (Greens / European Free Alliance) 

Franziska KELLER (Greens / European Free Alliance)  

Jürgen KLUTE (European United Left / Nordic Green Left) 

Barbara LOCHBIHLER (Greens / European Free Alliance; Chair of the Subcommittee on Human Rights) 

Ulrike LUNACEK (Greens / European Free Alliance) 

Marisa MATIAS (European United Left / Nordic Green Left) 

Willy MEYER (European United Left / Nordic Green Left; Vice-Chair of the Committee on Foreign Affairs and 

of the Delegation to the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary Assembly) 

Andrés PERELLÓ RODRÍGUEZ (Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists & Democrats; Vice-Chair of the 

Delegation to the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary Assembly) 

Raül ROMEVA i RUEDA (Greens / European Free Alliance) 

Joanna SENYSZYN (Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists & Democrats; Vice-Chair of the 

Subcommittee on Human Rights) 

Alda SOUSA (European United Left / Nordic Green Left) 

Marie-Christine VERGIAT (European United Left / Nordic Green Left) 

Sabine WILS (European United Left / Nordic Green Left) 

 


